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John Hunts; I thought thay did not belong to frinds til
I was in formd thay did. But I a mani times think,
whot signifies my being concarned a bout fashings ?
Where is won frinds child or children but som doddry
fashion or a nother on thare backs or heds ; here is this
day Josiah Albasons soun, all the soun he has ; his hat is
clos up be hind/ For it was not only the young women
whom the ' enemi' tempted ; his power over the young
men was plainly shown by the way they wore ' thare hats
sot up behind,' and next she says, they will be having
ribbons to tie their hair. Indeed the galleries of the
Meeting, where the younger Friends sat, stank ' with
fashings/ she declares in her vigorous language. Equally
vigorous are her denunciations of calico, tea and tobacco.

*  Is there not a dreadful sound of troubles now in our
ears ?   Do not the Clouds gather Blackness ? ' she asks.

*  O lamentable is our cas I think;   I am so fild with
sorow amani times a bout the wicked.   O, I think and my
ies run down with tears all ways !   And the abomanation
of the times !   So much excess of to-bacha and tee is as
bad, so much of it;  and thay will pretind thay cant du
with out it;  jest like the to-back-a trade.   And there is
the calico.   0 the calico !   We pretend to go in a plain
dres and plain speach, but whare is our plainness ?   Ant
we like all the rest, be who thay will ?   Whot fashon hant
the quakers got, as William Hunt said.   O that we had a
many such as he, or anuf such ;  there wod be no calico
among the quakers.   No, no, nor so many fashon mongers.
I think to-backco and tee and calico may all be set down
with the negors, all won as bad as another/

If Somnus, if the Gods of Food and Fashion (whatever
may be their heathen names) had already found a footing
in Ann Whitall's time among the Friends, she makes no
mention of another Deity of the Pagans who was destined
to set up his throne in the very centre of their conclaves.

It has been the ironic fate of the sect of Quakers
that their never-relaxed anxiety to attain scriptural